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CYNTHIA CLINGMAN

Tear and Share:

A Cooperative
Comprehension Check-Up Based on the
SQ3R Reading Strategy
Cynthia Clingman is an instructional services
consultant for the Ottawa Area Intermediate
School District and literacy assessment chair for
the Michigan Reading Association.
ear and Share, a cooperative
learning activity, is perfectly suited
for breathing new life into the
Survey, Question, Read, Review,
and Recite (SQ3R) reading strategy
(Robinson, F.P., 1941, 1970) featured in the
Michigan Reading Association's Content
Area Bookmarks. The combination of this
motivational cooperative strategy and popular
reading strategy is guaranteed to: (1) increase
student time on task, (2) improve
comprehension and retention of ideas and
concepts, and (3) integrate reading, writing,
speaking, and listening in a coherent manner.
It aligns with the Michigan Curriculum
Framework's Teaching and Learning
Standards by its expectations of Higher Order
Thinking, Deep Knowledge and Substantive
Conversation. It also meets the MCF
Assessment Standards of Consideration of
Alternatives, Disciplinary Content, and
Disciplinary Process. It seamlessly connects
instruction and assessment because students
provide evidence of learning while
participating in the learning process. Tear and
Share is certainly a powerful tool for both
teachers and students.

T

Materials and structure needed
for the Tear and Share Strategy
•
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A piece of relevant informational text
(one page or less) selected from a
content textbook, magazine or news-

•

•

paper. The topic should relate to the
curriculum standards within a current
unit of study. Each student will need a
copy of the text.
A four-squared worksheet with predetermined numbered questions.
(Example A on facing page)
Students arranged in groups of four.

Directions for the Tear and
Share strategy
Survey
1. Students survey the selection for
devices that spark interest and questions: title, illustrations, captions, etc.
(Whole group)
Question
2. Students predict or clarify based on
the initial survey
Read
3. Students read the text independently
noting major ideas by highlighting,
underlining, circling, etc.
Review and Recite
4. Students write brief phrases to answer
the question at the top of each square.
Pace students so that they are spending about the same amount of time in
each square.
5. Ask students to stop writing, fold the
paper into four squares, then open and
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tear along the creases to obtain 4
separate squares. Students redistribute
the squares in the group so that someone has all the #1 squares, #2 squares,
etc.
6. Students scan the new squares, then
think about a short synthesis that
summarizes all the ideas from the
squares.
7. Students then take turns in the group
to share the summary statements.
8. Representatives from each group
share a summary with the whole
group. Any student can add to or
challenge a summary, citing evidence
from the text.
The time needed for each step in this process varies. More time may be needed for the
reading and writing portions for younger students. The process may also extend over the
span of several sessions. The Survey, Question, and Read portions may be planned for
one session, the writing and small group sharing the next, and whole group sharing,
additions, and challenges during the last sess10n.
While this process seems most suited for
informational text, it may also be used successfully with narrative text. A short selection
or book may be read aloud by the teacher,
then students continue the process as outlined.
Adaptations may be made for the amount of
writing and sharing for early grades.

Ideas for 4-square "Tear and
Share" questions

Example A
1. What important ideas did
you learn from this selection?

2. Why are they important for
you to know?

3. What ideas are worth
sharing with someone you
know?

4. Where might you find
additional information about
this topic?

2. What event did you find most interesting or surprising?
3. How would you describe the main
character?
4. Does this story remind you of any
other you have read? Give reasons for
your answer.

For a combination of selections about the
same topic or theme:
1. What is the main idea of each of these
selections?
2. In what ways are these main ideas
connected?
3. What style does each author use to
convey his or her message?
4. What are some possible themes for
these selections?

For informational text:
1. What important ideas did you learn
from this selection?
2. Why are they important for you to
know?
3. What ideas are worth sharing with
someone you know?
4. Where might you look for additional
information about this topic?

Reference

For narrative text:
1. What are the most important ideas in
this story?

Robinson, F.P. (1941, 1970). "Steps in the SQ3R
Method." In Effective Study, 4th ed. New ·
York: Harper & Row Publishers.

VOLUME

33, No. 3 •

SPRING

2001

27

IRA...Your Strategy for Success
•

Upgrade your membership by selecting
additional journals for only $25 each.

For $129, you can join
the IRA Book Club ...
Book Club members receive 9
new IRA publications during their
membership year.

I Save on publications and
conferences
For as little as $52* a
year, you receive ...
• Reading Today, IRAs
bimonthly newspaper.

•

The journal of your choice:
The Reading Teacher is a favorite of
K-6 educators. (Eight issues a year)
Journal of Adolescent & Adult
Literacy serves those working with
middle school through adult
populations. (Eight issues a year)
Reading Research Quarterly is a
"must read" for educators interested in the
latest academic findings.
Lectura y vida is IRAs Spanish-language
quarterly for educators in Latin America.

JOIN IRA TODAY!
Mail your application (or photocopy)
with a check today. To charge your
membership: call 800-628-8508, ext.249;
mail the form with your credit card
information; or fax to 302-737-0878.
Or join online, www.reading.org

*$52 is the price of an individual one-journal membership for one year.
~'3 One-Year IRA Membership (Individual)
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All options include IRA's bimonthly newspaper, Reading Today.
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$127.00

Basic Membership (no journals) ..
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Prices subject to change

• Book Club members automatically receive at least nine new IRA books published
during their membership year, saving up to 50% .
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When using VISA®, Mas erCard®or AMEX yo can.
Fax 302 -737 -0878
Renew online www.reading .org
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You can also mail:
Check (payable to IRA)

Credit Card Account Number
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Cred it Card Expiration Date

Choice of Journals (please ✓)
(preschool/elementary)

I
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Country
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Last Name

Street Address

Amounts are quoted in U.S. dollars. Checks must be drawn on a U.S. or Canadian
bank: Canadian checks may be written in U.S. funds or equ ivalent Canad ian dollars
(based on current exchange rate). Memberships may be paid with international
money orders, credit cards or a check in U.S. funds drawn on a U.S. bank.

00

AE

Initial

rn-rn

Local Council# _ _ __

Signature _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Journal of Adolescent
& Adult Literacy

00

Lectura y vida (Spanish)

E-mail .address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

[z] NEW

•

RENEWAL

•

[1] Home phone: _ _ _ _ _ __
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